《Scofield Reference Notes – Philippians》(C.I. Scofield)
Commentator

The first Scofield Study Bible, published in 1909 and revised in 1917, is one of the most influential theological works of the early 20th century.

Edited by Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, the Scofield Reference Bible was published by the Oxford University Press and became known to many as a handbook of fundamental theology.

The Scofield Reference Bible contains very brief commentary, often consisting of no more than a few sentences and several cross-references. The brevity of the notes allowed Scofield's commentary to be included in the margins and footnotes in study Bibles, which countless Christians use as their primary study Bible.

"The Bible, incomparably the most widely circulated of books, at once provokes and baffles study. Even the non-believer in its authority rightly feels that it is unintelligent to remain in almost total ignorance of the most famous and ancient of books. And yet most, even of sincere believers, soon retire from any serious effort to master the content of the sacred writings. The reason is not far to seek. It is found in the fact that no particular portion of Scripture is to be intelligently comprehended apart from some conception of its place in the whole. For the Bible story and message is like a picture wrought out in mosaics: each book, chapter, verse, and even word forms a necessary part, and has its own appointed place. It is, therefore, indispensable to any interesting and fruitful study of the Bible that a general knowledge of it be gained."
- From the Introduction 

A modern version of the Reference Notes (called the New Scofield Reference Bible) exists, but is a 1967 revision bearing no real relation to C. I. Scofield.

Introduction

Read first chapter of Philippians 

WRITER: The Apostle Paul ( Philippians 1:1 ) 

DATE: The date of Philippians cannot be positively fixed. It is one of the prison letters. Whether Paul was twice imprisoned, and if so, whether Philippians was written during the first or second imprisonment, affects in no way the message of the Epistle. A.D. 64 is the commonly received date. The immediate occasion of the Epistle is disclosed in Philippians 4:10-18 . 

THEME: The theme of Philippians is Christian experience. Soundness of doctrine is assumed. There is nothing in church order to set right. Philippi is a normal New Testament assembly--"saints in Christ Jesus, with the bishops (elders) and deacons." The circumstances of the apostle are in striking contrast with his Christian experience. As to the former, he was Nero's prisoner. As to the latter, there was the shout of victory, the paean of joy. Christian experience, he would teach us, is not something which is going on around the believer, but something which is going on within him. 

The key-verse is, "For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain" ( Philippians 1:21 ). Right Christian experience, then, is the outworking, whatever one's circumstances may be, of the life, nature, and mind of Christ living in us ( Philippians 1:6 Philippians 1:11 ; Philippians 2:5 Philippians 2:13 ). 

The divisions are indicated by the chapters: 

1. Christ, the believer's life, rejoicing in suffering, 1:1-30. 

2. Christ, the believer's pattern, rejoicing in lowly service, 2:1-30 

3. Christ, the believer's object, rejoicing despite imperfections, 3:1-21. 

4. Christ, the believer's strength, rejoicing over anxiety, 4:1-23. 

01 Chapter 1 
1:1  Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 

which are at 

Churches (local), Summary: A local church is an assembly of professed believers on the Lord Jesus Christ, living for the most part in one locality, who assemble themselves together in His name for the breaking of bread, worship, praise, prayer, testimony, the ministry of the word, discipline, and the furtherance of the Gospel, Hebrews 10:25 ; Acts 20:7 ; 1 Corinthians 14:26 ; 1 Corinthians 5:4 1 Corinthians 5:5 ; Philippians 4:14-18 ; 1 Thessalonians 1:8 ; Acts 13:1-4 . Such a church exists where two or three are thus gathered Matthew 18:20 . Every such local church has Christ in the midst, is a temple of God, and indwelt by the Holy Spirit 1 Corinthians 3:16 1 Corinthians 3:17 . When perfected in organization a local church consists of "saints, with the bishops elders and deacons." 

1:6  Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

day of 

(See Scofield "1 Corinthians 1:8") . 

1:11  Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "1 John 3:7") . 

1:13  So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 

the palace 

Or, Caesar's court. Philippians 4:22 . 

1:19  For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

this shall turn Job 13:16 . 

salvation (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

1:28  And in nothing terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 

salvation 

See note, (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

02 Chapter 2 
2:6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 

form of God 

"Form," etc. (Greek - morfhv , the form by which a person or thing strikes the vision, the external appearance)."--Thayer. CF John 17:15 . "The glory which I had with Thee before the world was." Nothing in this passage teaches that the Eternal Word John 1:1 emptied Himself of either His divine nature, or His attributes, but only of the outward and visible manifestation of the Godhead. "He emptied, stripped Himself of the insignia of Majesty."--Lightfoot. "When occasion demanded He exercised His divine attributes."-- Moorehead. CF (See Scofield "John 1:1") . See Scofield " John 20:28 " 

robbery a thing to be grasped after. See, Genesis 3:5-6 . 

2:12  Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 

salvation 

(See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

2:15  That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 

world 

kosmos = mankind. (See Scofield "Matthew 4:8") . 

2:16  Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain. 

the day 

(See Scofield "1 Corinthians 1:8") . 

03 Chapter 3 
3:6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 

righteousness 

(See Scofield "Romans 10:3") . 

3:9  And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: 

the righteousness 

(See Scofield "Romans 3:21") . 

3:12  Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

3:15  Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you. 

perfect 

(See Scofield "Matthew 5:48") . 

3:20  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Saviour 

See note, (See Scofield "Romans 1:16") . 

04 Chapter 4 
4:7  And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

peace 

(See Scofield "Matthew 10:34") . 

4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 

therewith 

Omit "therewith." 

